
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Twenty-Seven: The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus
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Malachi 1:4-6; Matthew 3:13-17; 4:1-11; Mark 1:1-8; Luke 1:5-25; 3:23
T
he Gospel of Luke records that Jesus began his public ministry at “about thirty years of age” (Luke 3:23). His ministry lasted three years, as seen from three references to the Passover in John’s Gospel (John 2:13; 6:4; 11:55).

The Old Testament foretold many things about the coming of Jesus. One very powerful promise concerned a relative of Jesus’ named John. The prophet Malachi had declared, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD” (Mal. 4:5). This did not mean that Elijah would be reborn. Instead, God allowed a barren relative of Mary’s named Elizabeth, who was married to a priest named Zacharias, to have a child. Before his birth, God told his father that he would go before the Messiah “in the spirit and power of Elijah” (Luke 1:17). This child, John was born six months before Jesus. 

When he grew up, John began calling the people to repent in order to “prepare the way of the Lord” (Mark 1:3). As a mark of their repentance, John called the people to be baptized in the Jordan. The Apostle Paul taught that John’s baptism was “a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would come after him” (Acts 19:4). This one who would come after him was Jesus. Jesus began His public earthly ministry by coming to John to be baptized by him. Jesus did not have sins for which He needed to repent, but He was baptized because that was what God wanted all Jews living in Palestine at that time to do. When Jesus came up out of the water, the Holy Spirit came down upon Him in the form of a dove. At the same time, a voice spoke from heaven declaring, “This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17). This demonstrated that Jesus was the Son of God.

After Jesus was baptized the Holy Spirit took Jesus into the wilderness where He fasted for forty days. During this time He was tempted by Satan. The Bible records three specific temptations which Satan directly posed to Jesus. First Satan tempted Jesus to use His power to satisfy His hunger. He challenged Him to change stones to bread. Jesus responded with Scripture, declaring,  “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4; Deut. 8:3). Next, Satan tried to use Scripture against Jesus. He took Him to the top of the temple and challenged Him to jump off, because God had promised that angels would protect God’ servant (Ps. 91:11-12). Jesus again responded with Scripture declaring to Satan, “you shall not tempt the Lord your God” (Matthew 4:7; Deut. 6:16). Finally, Satan tempted Jesus  with a way that He could receive charge of all the world without going to the cross. If Jesus would bow down and worship Satan, he promised to give Him all the nations. What a foolish thing for Satan to offer. As God in the flesh, Jesus already had power over all things. Jesus again declared from Scripture, “you shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve” (Matt 4:10;  Deut. 6:13). We, like Jesus should overcome temptation with the word of God.
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	27
	Proverbs 8-9
	Proverbs 10
	Proverbs 11-12
	Proverbs 13
	Proverbs 14-15
	Proverbs 16
	Proverbs 17-18


Study Questions
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1.  How old was Jesus when He began His public ministry (Luke 3:23)?

2.  How long did Jesus’ public earthly ministry last?


How do we know this?

3.  Who did Malachi promise would come before the Messiah (Mal. 4:3)?

4. Explain the phrase “in the spirit and power of Elijah” in God’s promise regarding John (Luke 1:17)?


5.  What was Zacharias doing when he was told about John (Luke 1:5-25)?


What happened to him because he questioned Gabriel?
 
6.  What was unusual about John’s clothing and lifestyle (Mark 1:1-8)?

7.  Why did Jesus tell John it was appropriate for Him to be baptized (Matt. 3:15)?

8.  After Jesus was baptized, what are some things that were demonstrated by the Spirit descending upon Him and the Father speaking from heaven?

9.  In Jesus’ temptation, with what did He respond to each temptation?



How might this serve as an example to us?

Key Passage: “When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was baptized; and while He prayed, the heaven was opened. And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from heaven which said, ‘You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased.’” (Luke 3:21-22, NKJV). 
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